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This anthology presents independent research projects written by students of the School 
of Advanced Studies. They were written by the first students to take up study at our new 
and experimental institution. I like to refer to these students  as SAS’s “avant-garde” – the 
advanced guard of military scouts who explore unknown territory ahead. These students 
are the ones who experience everything for the first time at SAS, our original experimental 
subjects. They started classes here before we even had a building. They were the first to 
take our core courses and to select majors. This past year, they were the first to undertake 
sustained independent research projects, write up their results in a professional academic 
manner, and defend their work before external examiners. 

Our avant-garde scouts did an excellent job. At first, some professors were apprehensive 
about whether they could complete original research projects in English. To be honest, I had 
my doubts.  Two years ago, I encountered the authors in this anthology for the first time in 
the classroom. Some looked terrified when I spoke to them and others could barely answer a 
question. They struggled to locate the necessary peer-reviewed journal articles to complete an 
essay assignment and could not figure out how to do footnotes. Doggedly, they persevered – 
working on their English and building their research skills. 
 
Luckily, most students managed to complete their data collection before the Covid-19 crisis 
began and were plunged into isolation, where they worked on writing up and polishing their 
essays. In May, a previously planned student research conference went ahead in an online 
format. This conference offered the first glimmer of the generally strong caliber of student 
work. It also demonstrated their solidarity as a collective, with students from across majors 
contributing to constructive discussion of each other’s work.
 
I would like to thank the authors for agreeing to publish their essays. Presenting the findings 
of the avant-garde scouts, these essays will help other SAS students find their way along the 
path of original research.  The faculty supervisors who provided advice and feedback to the 
students must also be acknowledged for their dedication to  promoting student scholarship.

Finally, SAS is grateful to our external examiners for taking the time to read and evaluate 
these projects. Witnessing the positive student interactions with these international experts 
was a fantastic culmination of the research process this year. 

Professor Erika Wolf
 
Dean of Faculty and Convener of Undergraduate Research

Introduction
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SAS is a newly established undergraduate institution that is developing a liberal arts and 
sciences undergraduate degree program. Successful completion of undergraduate research 
projects in English is an important part of the SAS degree. The students study a broad core 
curriculum in their first two years before pursuing a specific major in the final two years of 
study.

During the first year of their major, students work on a related supervised research project 
that requires a high degree of methodical application, self-discipline, and time management. 
The projects culminate in the submission of a 4,000 to 5,000 word research essay, excluding 
citations, bibliography, and supplementary materials. Successful research essays must  
demonstrate initial mastery of the professional standards of research methodology, 
argumentation, documentation, and presentation for a given major.

Specific learning objectives of the research project for all majors include:
- The development of the capacity to work independently;
- The refinement of skills in identifying, accessing, and evaluating relevant information;
- The capacity to analyze material in a logical and coherent manner;
- The articulation of ideas in the form of an extended academic discourse;
- The development of habits of scholarship, in particular the ability to set high standards, 
to be self-critical, to critique sources, and to prepare and present material in a professional 
standard.

As a small school, SAS employs an  external examination process to ensure fairness and 
objectivity in the assessment of student performance. Established academics from as far 
as New Zealand and Australia read and evaluated these projects, and then questioned the 
students during oral examinations. External examination transforms the student-supervisor 
relationship to one that is more about support and intellectual dialogue.

The research projects were subjected to a formal examination process that included the 
submission of the final draft, preliminary assessment by the external examiner, an oral 
examination, and completion of any required corrections.

You can read more about the projects in the SAS Research Project Guide 2019-2020

About the Research Projects

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAS-Research-Project-Guide-2019-2020.pdf
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Author: Vladislav Belyaev

Supervisor: Anna Varfolomeeva

Abstract: Squatting is an example of a movement contesting the established understanding 
of the property. However, the existing studies of squatting communities primarily focus on 
squatters’ ideology and their relations with the state omitting the fact that squatting also 
implies routines of ownership and interpersonal relations. This research focuses on seven 
interviews with members of the Tyumen squat which existed in 2018. It investigates both the 
ideology of the squat and its members’ experience of participation in the squat community. 
This essay applies Laurent Thévenot and Luc Bolanski’s approach to study regimes of 
engagements as its theoretical framework used to analyze and interpret data. The Tyumen 
squatters shared two worldviews simplifying two regimes of engagement: public justification
as a squatter’s ideology and the familiarity in the form of the squat’s personal value. In the 
case of the Tyumen squat, public justification means that all people can use the squat’s 
building because it is historical inheritance and a part of the city environment. Within the 
regime of familiarity, the squat is viewed as a personal good and a way to limit the possession 
of the squat to the community of like-minded people. Generally, this research shows that the 
squatters’ experience can shape the understanding of ownership that is different from the 
ideology and built on the symbolical value of the community.

Why did I choose this topic?

 At the beginning of  the school year, I had no certain idea about my future research. 
So, I decided to investigate more about my current interests in the world around me. I was 
wondering about self-organized communities and self-organization in general; however, it was 
hard to find something like that in the environment of my town. One of the problems was that 
I did not have a direct social connection with people in such groups. This changed when I met 
a guy who agreed to discuss his experience in a squat. Making this acquaintance dramatically 
changed my topic. I discovered that there had been a squat in Tyumen that had closed a year 
before I started my research. 
 Prior to this meeting, I had planned to describe the life of squatters and then find an 
issue to study. In light of our conversation, I realised that it would not be possible to observe 
this squat in real-time and that instead it would be necessary to analyze the squatters’ 
memories and how they talked about the experience in this place. Moreover, I observed that 
the same person had two controversial pictures of belonging to this place. I decided to focus 
more on this topic, because it posed several interesting questions. How did one person share 
two controversial worldviews? How did this person understand the belonging of this place? 
Did other squatters share this phenomenon? Finally, could I explain this? 

Understandings of Ownership and Relations 
to Things beyond the Frameworks of 

Ownership, Hierarchy, and Exploitation. The 
Example of the Tyumen Squat

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_18.06.2020-Vladislav-Belyaev-Third-Year-Research-Project-ANSO.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_18.06.2020-Vladislav-Belyaev-Third-Year-Research-Project-ANSO.pdf
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 In short, when the squatter explained the existence of the squat in general, he 
justified it through a need of the whole society and its interests by associating the building 
with the entire population of Tyumen. But when justifying his own experience in the squat, 
he explained it through the importance of the belonging of this place to the squatters’ 
community. I found this important, because a squat always exists in the sphere of the law, in 
the ownership model of property; however, squatters’ ideas of group ownership go beyond the 
frames of confrontation between supporters of individual and common property and thus stay 
beyond the frames of ownership models.

Understandings of Ownership and Relations 
to Things beyond the Frameworks of 

Ownership, Hierarchy, and Exploitation. The 
Example of the Tyumen Squat
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Author: Veta Kaverina

Supervisor: Julie Reshe

Abstract: According to the World Health Organization, 121 million people suffer from 
depression in the world and these numbers don’t take into account millions of people who 
for a long time refused to visit specialists, preferring help of the Internet. I consider two 
hypotheses about why people with mental disorders avoid specialists: 1) stigma around 
mental illness; 2) desire to receive moral support, which is better on the Internet than in real 
life. To confirm or refute these hypotheses, I used the following methods: 1) Semi-structured 
interviewing (n: 5) to get an understanding of the informant’s view on the problem; 2) 
Observation and autoethnography (n: 5) to get my interpretation. The information gathered 
showed that even mental health professionals are influenced by stigma, which is why they 
cannot provide adequate moral support to their patients, as they do not fully imagine what 
they are experiencing. The Internet, according to the literature reviewed and the information 
received from the field, provides an opportunity to receive support and help from many people 
who share your difficulties and show that you are not alone in them. Based on the information 
collected, I concluded that these two hypotheses not only were confirmed; but also the fact 
that stigma has a huge impact on the quality of moral support in real life, which wasn’t 
mentioned in the literature that I reviewed.

Why did I choose this topic?

 Well, for me it was a kind of personal reason. At our first meeting with professors we 
discussed how we might find our research subjects, and Anne Mulhall said that perhaps it 
would be useful to focus on something that is really close to us. And I was inspired by this, 
in some way. I started to contemplate again and again all of the stuff in my life that could 
provide me a topic and all of this led to just one thing – mental disorders. I cannot say that 
I’m a super-cool specialist in this topic. However, in some sense, I was and am part of this 
issue. My experience allowed me to understand inner problems better, because I knew how 
it feels to live such a life. It was easy for me to build trustful relationships between me and 
my informants because they knew that I understood how to be in their shoes. I tried to find 
the answer to a question that has bothered me for a long time, and this provided me with the 
motivation to work as hard as possible.

Why Do People with Mental Illnesses Turn to 
the Internet for Help? 

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_Elizaveta_Kaverina_Third_Year_Research_Project.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_Elizaveta_Kaverina_Third_Year_Research_Project.pdf


7 / 24

Author: Vladislav Siyutkin

Supervisor: Matvey Lomonosov

Abstract: In the literature on political action of the elderly, some studies have focused on 
the socio-economic status of the contentious retirees or on the sporadic engagement and 
pragmatic intentions of the protesters. However, only few scholarly works have explored the 
sustained protesting activities of pensioners by paying attention to the subjective meanings 
attached by the participants to their actions. Using the narrative approach, the present study 
aims to understand committed elderly protesters and their motivations for sustained protest. 
To explore the meanings attached to the contentious action through analyzing “emplotment 
rather than explanation,” I have conducted 8 semi-structured interviews with retired 
protesters in Tyumen, Russia.The interviewed present themselves as neither benefit-seeking 
nor irreflective agents. Rather, the continuity – an embeddedness in the large tradition of 
struggle, enhanced by the moment of rupture – collapse of USSR, moves them to protest 
not for the achievement of immediate political goals, but rather out of impossibility “to stay 
silent”. The mutual influence of continuity with the past and recent momentary rupture in the 
narratives clarify the aims and incentives for the present activity of protesters, which may 
seem fruitless for a public or an analyst applying the framing theory.

Why did I choose this topic?

 Before coming to Tyumen, I had heard a lot about political meetings. This seemed to 
me quite strange and inspiring, since they never happened in my native town. How happy was 
I then after reading a leaflet of some communist party -- an invitation to one such meeting 
happening on the occasion of the First of May. My expectations of seeing a massive procession 
and subsequent gathering of crowds with heated speeches were doomed to fail – back then 
I didn’t know the field well. Notably, most of the participants of these Tyumen events turned 
out to be pensioners. Their brave criticism of the government or demands for things from the 
authorities seemed to be both heroic and ridiculous. Don’t they see that their political rhetoric 
is outdated? That their influence is limited to these meetings that no one else cares about? 
Don’t they see that they can never benefit from their struggles? My research project on their 
protests turned up some surprising results -- I have discovered that they did. They are far 
more conscious about their actions than a bystander could infer.

Mobilizing Narratives in the Contentious 
Politics of Tyumen Pensioners

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_SIYUTKIN-Final.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ANSO_SIYUTKIN-Final.pdf


Cultural Studies

  School of
  Advanced
  Studies

  University 
  of
  Tyumen



9 / 24

Author: Tanya Ivanchenko

Supervisor: Peter Jones

Abstract: Considering interrelationships between the human, nature, and technology in 
five manga comics — Ōtomo Katsuhiro’s Akira (1982-1990), Iwaaki Hitoshi’s Parasyte (1989-
1995), Itō Junji’s Uzumaki (1998-1999), Gyo (2001-2), and Mold (1991) — this paper explores 
relationships between primal fears, heritage, and cultural change in modern Japan. To the 
extent that Japanese manga has been influenced by Western tendencies, I approach these 
works through the lens of the body-horror, familiar from Western film studies. I investigate 
several motifs that constitute the horror narrative of these works: the body, the natural, 
industrial fear, and the cyborg. Although this exploration can be attributed as a general 
contribution to manga studies, it also deals more broadly with the particular culture of 
Japanese studies of religions and folk beliefs in the urban environment. I argue that the 
relationships of human and inorganic, or organic but foreign objects are depicted in a way 
to attest to a belief that nature and technologies are foreign to each other – and therefore 
their fusion being frightening. But at the same time I have noticed that the very possibility 
of this fusion (what is imaginable seems possible) shown in given works, forces the reader 
to speculate, whether they are so different to the extent of ultimate incompatibility. And the 
consequence of allowing this fusion to happen is implemented in the Haraway’s concept of the 
cyborg.

Why did I choose this topic?

 First of all, anime and manga are a big and specific part of Japanese culture. I wanted 
to look at what ideas are implemented in anime and, vice versa, how society adopts ideas 
and trends from them (for example, cosplay or the story of  the  “real-life yandere girl” Yuka 
Takaoka). This subject  also touches upon fashion – one of my spheres of interest. This topic 
also allowed me to reflect on some of my favourite topics: danger, fear and its cultural and 
biological divide, nature/culture divide and relationships of human and technologies. 
 I already had the idea in my mind to examine just anime in terms of the depiction of  
self-harm. This topic slowly transformed into general harm to the body, and then logically to 
the topic of  body horror, as I considered  what happened to Tetsuo in Akira. The relationships 
of humans to their own bodies can tell much about the beliefs of a culture and can even reflect 
some events. As my work progressed, I switched to manga, because many  anime are manga 
adaptations, therefore this form can be considered primary in originality of ideas. 

Body Horror in Japanese Media: Manga

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_Ivanchenko.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_Ivanchenko.pdf
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Author: Elizaveta Krylova

Supervisor: Erika Wolf

Abstract: The issue of the oppression of women by religion and religious law was topical when 
the Bolsheviks came to power, and this was reflected in various means of propaganda. While 
there is an extensive academic literature on Bolshevik policies on women and religion, most 
scholarship has focused on written sources, including propaganda publications. However, 
little attention has been paid to visual propaganda. This research essay considers the Soviet 
anti-religious propaganda poster Religion and Woman, a work by an unknown artist from 
the late 1920s. Providing a close visual analysis of this poster, I clarify the specific message 
that the poster conveys and how this message is communicated in terms of both image and 
text. Considering the socio-political context and using formal and iconographic analysis, I 
argue that despite the explicit anti-religious message, this propaganda poster used religious 
iconography and narrative to agitate the masses. Hence, woman is presented as a female 
analogue to Christ, domestic utensils become the instruments of her passion, and the 
Orthodox Church and other organized religions appear as hell. In line with the writings of V.I. 
Lenin, this propaganda poster visually shows how Soviet ideology offers paradise on earth as 
an alternative to paradise in the afterlife in the Christian tradition.

Why did I choose this topic?

 I knew that I would have to work on this project for a long time (for almost the whole 
academic year, actually), so I wanted to choose a topic that both interested me and that I had 
a sufficient amount of knowledge about to write a decent paper. It turned out that I have more 
than one academic interest, so I decided to combine them.
 My major is Cultural Studies, and I have become quite fond of art and art history. Taking 
a course on Soviet visual propaganda with a professor who studies Soviet art, I realized that 
this could be an opportunity to find something there. There are many interesting subjects in 
Soviet visual propaganda, including the issue of religion -- another field that I found myself 
interested in already during my first year at SAS. Then I found a unique propaganda poster 
tackling the issue of women and religion. I was inspired to explore this image further -- as 
another big interest of mine is feminism. In a nutshell, this is how I came up with this topic. 
 It was hard to combine, but only at first. I knew it was worth trying because there was 
always a thought that I can do something unique out of this, something no one has ever 
done before. It allowed me to define what I like and made me sure I can do almost everything 
with anything I find cool and fascinating, even with a single poster that lacked such basic 
information as the author and tprecise date (that was exactly my case!)

The Emancipation of Women: 
Visualizing Politics in an Early Soviet Anti-

Religious Propaganda Poster 

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_E_Krylova_final_research_paper.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_E_Krylova_final_research_paper.pdf
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Author: Karina Meydi

Supervisor: Zachary Reyna

Abstract: This research project examines the political function of bioart, which is expressed, 
as Joseph M. Gabriel claims, in expanding the horizons of the human mind by allowing the 
audience to realize that in contemporary reality there are biopolitical processes that often go 
unrecognized. In the paper this argument is considered in more specific terms and discussed 
through the analysis of two contemporary bioart works: Blood Wars (2011) by Kathy High and 
Stranger Visions (2012-14) by Heather Dewey-Hagborg. The research explores: 1) how bioart is 
used for the proliferation of biopolitics and 2) by what artistic means the bioartist might resist 
art’s instrumentalization by biopolitics and even critique it. The paper’s analysis indicates 
that the key to answering these questions is situated in the materials and techniques used 
to create bioart works. Scientific manipulations and the usage of biological materials allow 
artists to shorten the distance between artwork and audience, science and ordinary life. 
This finding helps to explain in more concrete terms why bioart, as Gabriel believes, is such a 
powerful tool for the proliferation of biopolitics. The paper concludes with a discussion of the 
theoretical affinity of bioart and biopolitics.

Why did I choose this topic?

 My supervisor helped me to narrow down the topic I chose at the beginning of the year 
to make it more appropriate for a third-year project. I came to him confused, knowing only 
that I want to dive into the topic of bioart. I learned of it, as well as of other branches of art 
and science, from an article that I accidentally came across while reading about a MA program 
at a Russian university. I thought that bioart perfectly correlates with the interdisciplinary 
nature of SAS and would be a good topic for my project.  The foundation for the final topic of 
the project was an article that my supervisor gave me at the first meeting. It made me think 
about bioart in a broader context – that of politics -- and that gave rise to the topic of my 
project.

Exploring the Political Function of Aesthetics 
through Bioart

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_MEYDI-Karina-final.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_MEYDI-Karina-final.pdf
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Author: Valeria Orlova

Supervisor: Maxim Alyukov

Abstract: The video game as an independent object of research appeared in scholarly 
discussion only in the early 2000s. It still exists in the field where there are no approaches 
that would allow us to analyze video games in their full complexity. As of now, there are three 
prominent paradigms for video game analysis in video game studies: narratology (the analysis 
of narrative elements), ludology (the analysis of mechanisms and rules), and procedural 
rhetoric (the analysis of persuasion based on following the procedure). While the first two 
approaches are relatively well established, procedural rhetoric still remains a concept rather 
than an established theory due to a lack of empirical analysis. The purpose of this paper is to 
expand and enrich procedural rhetoric as an approach by analyzing time manipulation which 
has become common in video games. Analyzing the rewinding of time in Life is Strange, I argue 
that time rewinding in this game works as a procedural technique. This technique allows 
players to experience the game to the fullest and also works as a method of persuasion in the 
sense that it gives space to explore and experiment with and learn complex real-life issues, 
such as bullying and suicide, in a safe environment of the game. My analysis enriches the 
procedural approach by showing how time manipulation works procedurally and illuminates 
the rhetorical role of time manipulation in video games.

Why did I choose this topic?

 I wrote a paper in the field of game studies because I felt that I could do actual original 
research and would not have to paraphrase Nietzsche a million times. The study of video 
games is surrounded by prejudices, such as the belief that these games increase the level 
of violence among players or that they are only for children or adolescents. This situation 
exasperated me, so in my paper I seek to make a contribution in the unmaking of this 
unfortunate turn of events. For me, video games are complex objects for analysis and excellent  
representations of contemporary digital culture. Like books and movies, they transmit certain 
messages, worldviews, ideas about real-life problems, and concepts. Game studies is a new 
academic field that is full of potential and has lots of room for exploration.
 I narrowed down my research to the analysis of time manipulation. This allowed me to 
make my essay more  specific and concrete, and also to bring the bigger and more conceptual 
framework of time to my questions and analysis. That way I connected this dimension of our 
real world to the video game itself.
 Another reason for choosing this topic is, of course, my personal passion for games. 
They have brought me hours of joy, so I was absolutely sure that if I picked a topic of my deep 
interest, I would not grow to hate it by the end of the project.  And that was exactly the case. 

Choose Wisely: Time and Decision Structure 
in “Life is Strange”

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_ORLOVA-final.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_ORLOVA-final.pdf
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Author: Alina Zalyaletdinova

Supervisor: Anne Mulhall

Abstract: It is rare to come across a Russian folktale that does not deal in some way, even 
tangentially, with death and dying. Moreover, our contemporary understanding of death 
differs greatly from how it seems to have been understood in the pre-modern folkloric 
tradition. The gulf between these divergent responses to death has been well worked through 
by several folklorists of the Russian tradition. Yet the question of how exactly death is being 
shaped in the folktale and according to which criteria is one that has still not been properly 
answered. Engaging with the theories of Propp, who looks at this question from the position of 
narration, Pisarenko who uses linguosemiotics to understand symbols of death, and Malinov, 
who suggests that death in the folk tale is an art-form, I argue that death in the Russian 
folktale is “anti-sacral”. In other words, I suggest, despite multiple religious connotations 
across these tales, death never clearly exhibits any sense of God’s will or any other spiritual 
divinity. To make my argument, I rely on a collection of 579 Russian folktales from A.N. 
Afanasyev. Ultimately, my project opens up new questions about the changing meanings of 
death and dying from the pre-modern era to the present day.

Why did I choose this topic?

 I chose this topic because I was fascinated with fairy tales in my childhood. I remember 
that my very first experience of being subjected to the injustices of life was caused precisely 
by fairy tales: in one Arabian folk tale, the name of which I don’t recall, the main characters 
(brother and sister) died without revenge on their offenders. Surprisingly, death in a fairy 
tale is not always fair or just, something that coincides with the cynical realities of our world. 
This fact transforms my understanding of both the folk tales themselves and the generation 
who created them. So, I ask myself, how did pre-industrial generations perceive death?  In an 
odd  way I am attracted to the fact that this question cannot be answered, as these people are 
long gone and it is nearly impossible to understand their mentality now. Hence, this question 
leaves a lot of room for interpretation.

The Image of Death in Russian Folk Tales

Click to open the full
version of the work

https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_01_06_2020_Zalyaletdinova_Alina_Third_Year_Research_final_Project.pdf
https://sas.utmn.ru/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/CULT_01_06_2020_Zalyaletdinova_Alina_Third_Year_Research_final_Project.pdf
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Author: Vladimir Kibukevich

Supervisor: Taisia Pogodaeva, Alexander Didenko, 
       Michael Schapira

Abstract: The heterogeneity of households affects their water consumption. Households differ 
by size and socioeconomic characteristics. It is also well documented that except endogenous 
individual factors, there is a pull of exogenous factors such as price, weather, access to free 
water, and some others that affect consumption. In this paper, I examine the impact of various 
predictors of water consumption in Tyumen, Russia, where water demand is inelastic, and 
households do not respond to changes in water prices. My initial hypothesis is that in cases 
where financial incentives are absent, efficiency of household water consumption is more 
of a matter of behavioral and structural incentives. To this end, I undertake an empirical 
estimation of household water demand in Tyumen and carry out a comparative assessment 
between households’ methods of water consumption in Tyumen and other areas where 
similar studies have been conducted (Spain and Germany). My results suggest that the most 
significant predictors of water use are temperature and household size. A more relevant 
finding is that in cases where water price is relatively low, households are not sensitive to 
changes in price and water consumption is less efficient than in areas where water tariffs are 
relatively high.

Why did I choose this topic?

 I chose the topic of household water consumption for two reasons. First one is an 
ideological and “high” reason. “Unreasonable” water consumption has a devastating effect 
on the environment and keeping silent about the water issue could lead to deleterious 
consequences. Moreover, further gradual increase in the rate of water consumption will lead to 
international political tension, if the water problem is not solved on the state level. The second 
reason is pragmatic and “low”. A complex approach to the investigation of water consumption 
is new for Russia. Therefore, I could not stop myself from taking the opportunity to investigate 
the water issue in this unique region in terms of the culture of water consumption.

Optimization of Water Consumption: 
Assessing the Influence of Non-Financial 

Incentives on Consumer Behavior

Click to open the full
version of the work
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Abstract: Macroeconomists tend to consider changes in the price of commodity goods as an 
important source of economic fluctuations. As an impact zone includes so many different 
economies, the changes in the prices of raw materials are considered through a paradigm 
of a global shock. In this sense, commodity exporters have become a good laboratory for 
explorations of the nature of fluctuations in macroeconomic indicators. In this study, the 
influence of Brent oil prices on Russian economy is analyzed using VAR methodology and 
decomposition techniques. The research period is 2006Q1 – 2019Q4. I show evidence that the 
impact of positive world oil price shock is significant and positive for the non-mining sector, 
for government revenue, and for ruble appreciation. Moreover, the impulse response function 
results suggest that the non-mining sector became more efficient and that the exchange rate 
fluctuates much more in response to the positive oil shock since 2014 than in 2006Q1 – 2013Q4 
period.

Why did I choose this topic?

 My first priority in choosing a topic was to investigate an issue relevant not only for the 
academy but also for my country and the world. Based on the events of recent decades, the 
terms of trade shocks, their nature, and ways of distribution are urgent topics for in-depth 
study among economists.  
 The impact of oil shocks on the Russian economy is difficult to overestimate as it is 
one of the largest oil-exporting countries in the world, with crude oil and petroleum products 
accounting for about 50 percent of Russian exports. Also, about 80 percent of foreign 
investment goes directly to the oil and gas sector. As of December 2019, the share of oil and gas 
revenues in the government budget was about 40 percent according to the Ministry of Finance 
of the Russian Federation. These statistics led to the general feeling that economic activity in 
the Russian Federation strongly depends on oil price shocks. However, empirical evidence and 
studies are scanty. 
 By their nature, economic shocks are a poorly predictable economic phenomenon and 
the consequences for the economies of various countries are usually pernicious. A decline 
in world energy prices is usually accompanied by a decrease in investment attractiveness 
for countries exporting energy goods. In fact, such an economic situation  puts pressure 
on national currencies and hinders economic development and growth. One of the most 
significant events in this regard was the 2008-2009 economic crisis, when oil prices fell from 
140 to 40 dollars per barrel. This had significant consequences for the economies of many 
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countries. For example, Russia’s GDP (the most important economic indicator) fell by almost 
8%.
 Since the influence of terms of trade shocks on economic growth and the mining sector 
in Russia is more or less obvious, the main object of my research was the non-mining sector. In 
my opinion, it is important to understand how and to what extent oil shocks are transmitted 
to the non-energy sector for a better understanding of the consequences of oil shocks and for 
finding ways to mitigate them.
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Abstract: The horror film was not widely represented in Soviet cinema. The actual experiments 
with the genre have been started in the late 1970s – 1980s precisely when the gradual 
rapprochement with the USA began in the USSR due to the policy of glasnost. American films 
influenced the genre form, but the inner gender core remained “Soviet.” At the same time, 
American horror cinema has been the prevailing source of understanding of some of the 
critical issues related to the horror genre studies, especially gender constructions. Such over-
analyzed models are problematic since they might not exist or not work in other cinematic 
traditions. The purpose of this study is to address this issue inherent in previous analyses of 
horror cinema and formulate a specific gender model (in particular, the female one) in Soviet 
horror films, the analysis of which has been lacking. This essay looks at female figures from 
20 horror films released in the USSR between 1915 and 1991. Findings suggested that the logic 
of Soviet gender model is different compared to the Hollywood one. In order to show it, this 
paper combines several approaches, such as Clover’s idea of the “Final Girl,” Mulvey’s concept 
of the “male gaze,” and Freudian theory of the uncanny.

Why did I choose this topic?

 There is actually an entire story behind my choice of the subject. It was a kind of happy 
coincidence. As a person, I like horror and thriller genres (not all of them, but some particular 
subgenres), and I often watch such films. Once my mum suggested that I watch The Wild Hunt 
of King Stach (1979), a Soviet horror film she has heard a lot about and really wanted to see. 
I was curious because I never knew that there was something except Viy (1967) in the Soviet 
cinema, so we watched this film. However, after we did it, I realized that I understood nothing 
and, generally, did not like it. It was strange, confusing, and not even scary – it did not serve 
the very function any horror film is supposed to perform. I decided to read some article or 
a film review to find out what The Wild Hunt was about so I could at least make sense of it. 
But I did not find anything. There was nothing written about this or any other Soviet horror 
films I watched later, except for some historical overviews. But I wanted to understand and 
conceptualize them, especially because I’ve already noticed that women usually become 
monsters in Soviet horror films. So, I realized it is a promising and interesting field of study, 
and I gave it a try.
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Abstract: Since the advent of the Hollywood studio system, mainstream American films 
have exhibited degrading stereotypes of African Americans, according to the reinforcement 
of white majority culture and its values. Responding to the Civil Rights movement, however, 
the appearance of two biracial buddy films in the 1960s established a new narrative 
paradigm cultivating a myth of interracial harmony between black and white communities. 
This paper focuses on three biracial buddy-film paradigms, each distinct in its approach to 
characterization, plot, and theme. Considered together, these narrative paradigms portray a 
would-be development of interracial friendship across several generations of American life. 
My research traces this cultural trajectory of mythmaking from the Sixties to the present. 
Accordingly, I consider nine Hollywood interracial buddy films within their respective cultural 
moments. Essentially, the main difference I detect between these paradigms is in the nature 
of the portrayed relationships between the central African-American and white characters, 
becoming increasingly more sensitive and intimate. Despite this evolving illusion of interracial 
harmony onscreen, evidence of white racism nevertheless persists in these Hollywood films, 
regardless of when they were produced.

Why did I choose this topic?

 I was inspired to choose this topic by a conversation with friends about the 
inappropriate portrayal of African-Americans in movies. That night we discussed Hollywood 
films that included characters of color, who couldn’t be there due to political or geographical 
reasons. Such a phenomenon seemed to us a gesture that reflected the racial equality that 
Hollywood always lacked. This fact prompted me to look at the representation of the black 
community in the context of racial discrimination as a whole. I was particularly interested 
in biracial buddy films with black actors and actresses in lead roles, as they changed the 
established norm and put some of the racist images away. However, during the twentieth 
century, this genre was still characterized by persistent forms of racism that supported 
structural inequality within the industry. That is the entire reason that I decided to compare 
these films with contemporary pictures no one has analyzed yet and to trace the evolution 
of interracial harmony onscreen through several decades. By that time, I had changed my 
topic three times as I was not sure if I had made the right choice. The study of the new racism 
in Hollywood interracial buddy films, on the contrary, brought me a lot of joy and energy for 
further development in other projects I worked on at SAS. Although this project still needs 
to be finalized, it has allowed me to explore American culture and pay attention to all the 
complexities of race relations in a contemporary American context.
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Abstract: A shopping center is a very complex structure that includes many parameters. 
However, despite this, the most important source of income of these malls is renting out 
retail outlets. The primary profit of a shopping center depends on the number of outlets 
that will be «occupied» and the traffic that they can generate. However, they cannot control 
revenues and turnover. They use old manual methods such as experience and paper reports 
to estimate turnovers, which can sometimes be very distorted and inaccurate. While, in some 
cases, there are indeed solutions that are sometimes appropriate to obtain an estimate, these 
methodologies are unlikely to be practical due to the expensive price and internal resources 
required to connect. Therefore, it is often tricky for shopping center managers to determine 
the revenue estimates for each outlet inside a shopping center. My system combines the 
best practices of available solutions and my technical capabilities and knowledge, to develop 
new ways and methods for the revenue estimation model. So, I developed a software system 
that automatically collects and compares all the necessary data in one place and draws 
conclusions. This system is cheaper faster and easier to install compared to other systems 
available in the market.

Why did I choose this topic?

 The idea of this project came suddenly. While walking in a shopping center with my 
father, we started to discuss how shopping center works. We talked about data transferring, 
OFD, and new Russian laws. He already had some experience with online cash registers and 
knows a lot about this topic.  After that, we focused our conversation on data collection and 
began to speculate about how much data one shopping center generates each day and how 
cool it would be if there was a possibility to get this data and systemize it. Based on this, we 
started to think about how managers of different shopping centers could receive information 
about the tenants’ turnovers. He discussed this with some loyal managers and found that most 
of them receive data from tenants on a piece of paper. Of course, in such a situation managers 
cannot be sure of the data which tenants provide them. We tried to find possible solutions that 
already exist on the market, but from a short list of such projects, only one could collect data 
from different cash registers. At that moment, we realized that this would be a viable project 
that we wanted to build.
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Abstract: In recent years, researchers have noticed that bacteria are becoming more and more 
resistant to antibiotics. That fact is alarming, and we need to find other ways of dealing with 
disease-causing bacteria, due to a possibility that resistant bacteria might cause an outbreak, 
leading to a pandemic. The discovery of the antimicrobial peptides bacteriocins has shown 
potential in creating new antimicrobial agents that do not share the same mechanisms of 
action as antibiotics, thus being able to kill antibiotic-resistant bacteria. However, since the 
most studied group of bacteriocins come from lactic acid bacteria, most of the research focus 
thus far has been on the usage of bacteriocins in the food preservation industry. This focus 
has hampered the study of the possible application of bacteriocins in alternative areas, such 
as the treatment of diseases. Here we first review bacteriocins and their mechanisms of action 
at the cellular level to propose expanding the usage of already studied bacteriocins to other 
areas of application. Then, we focus on their possible usage against pathogens susceptible to 
cause a pandemic outbreak, with consideration of the epidemiological factors involved in this 
phenomenon.

Why did I choose this topic?

 My topic of choice came from the lab that I originally did my research project in, before 
COVID-19 forced everyone to stay quarantined. We studied bacteriocins by extracting them 
and applying them to different kinds of bacteria to see if it is active or not. However, since we 
needed to do a theoretical research project due to the lab closing, I have chosen to extend the 
previous topic of bacteriocins, which are used in the small field (as biopesticides) to conduct 
research on the topic that directly applies to humanity at the moment – a pandemic. I wanted 
to see if antimicrobials that I was studying before quarantine could potentially be useful in a 
pandemic, at least in theory.
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